Warwick Woman Kept Girls in Stitches

STEPHEN J. GREEN

Mrs. Rita A. Danese of 92
Shand Ave., Warwicl, has her
neighborhood in stitches.

Since Chrisimas  she  has
heen teaching 15 girls, ranging
in ages from seven to 12 years
old, how {0 knit.

Saturday, 1his varn will un-
yoll 1o its end when her stu-
dents graduate,

Warwick Mayor Hovace IS,
1lohbs will present eevtificates
ta Mrs, Danese's sludents in
a § p.n. cercmony in Veneli-
an Gardens, Warwiclk,

n December, Mrs. Danese
Jnitted 283 outfits for dolls for
Christmas presents,

“puring the holidays, when
the neighborhood little girls
saw them, they kept asking
me 1o teach them to knit,”’
she said.

a1t gounded like a fun idea
1o me and the first week T had
a class, cight girls showed up.
The second week there were
12 and the third weel 15,

“They were a litlle 100 much
to handle at one lime, so I
split the class up in, three
groups. Five met on Monday
afternoons, five on Tuesdays
and five on Wednesdays.

«Thursdays, 1 helped the
ones. who were having diffi-
culties,” she explained.

The knitting classes have
been a voluntary donation of
her time and Mrs. Danese’s
pupils have been appreciative,
“My little girls are won-
derful,” she said.

“When I told them that I
had taken an evening joh,
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Busy with their knitting are (l-r} §
Pigeon, 7; Warwick youngsters who have bee

they {old me not to worry.
Thev offered {o do my house-
work for me."”

It appeavs that DMrs. Pan-
ese’s reputation as a knilting
teacher has begun lo spread.

“After a while I saw little
girls I never saw before com-
ing 1o look at me through my
windows,” she said.

“They exp'ained that 1hey
wanted to knyw what I looked

like when my little studenis
{alked about me at school.”

After Saturday’s graduation,
the ery .of “knit one,
pearl two' won’t he heard as
often as before in the Danese
houschold.

However, Mrs., Danese is
ready to start on another pre-
ject. But this time she’ll get
ihe boys in on the act.

“We're going to start mak-
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usan Wehb, 73 Nancy Miller, 11, and Donna
n taking lessons from Mrs. Rita Danese.
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ing our neighborhood pretly,”
she said.

“I've Dbeen growing plants

for ihe boys to place along the
street and we're going fo build
bird houses, too.”

Even Governor Chafee will
come into the picture at the
Saturday graduation, He has.
sent a telegram congrat-
ulating Mrs, Danese and her
pupils,




